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This is the wrong approach to caring 

for our seniors. 
f 

TIME TO STOP POLITICAL GAMES 
AND WORK TOGETHER 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, right now 
Californians in my home district face 
an almost 14 percent unemployment 
rate and are dealing with the fourth 
highest rate of foreclosures in the Na-
tion. 

What my constituents need above all 
else is for both of us, Republicans and 
Democrats, to come together on cre-
ating new jobs. Yet in the last 18 weeks 
the Republicans have controlled the 
House, they have yet to bring one sin-
gle bill focused on creating jobs. In-
stead, they have put forward a partisan 
agenda that is more about scoring po-
litical points than helping American 
families. 

We should be putting American fami-
lies back to work. We should not be 
voting to dismantle safety nets for sen-
iors and vulnerable Americans. The Re-
publican attacks on Medicare and Med-
icaid go against our core values and 
threaten the health care of 44 million 
low-income Americans. 

It is time to stop political games. 
Let’s work together, and I say let’s 
work together and focus on straight-
ening out our economy and creating 
jobs. 

f 
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CONGRATULATING NEWARK COM-
MUNITY HIGH SCHOOL BOYS 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to congratulate the Newark Commu-
nity High School boys basketball team 
on their 2011 Illinois class 1A cham-
pionship title. This is a great accom-
plishment; and their team, coaches, 
and the entire Newark community 
should be very proud. 

Newark, Illinois, is a town of less 
than a thousand people. It is symbolic 
of our great Nation and is a place I am 
honored to represent. Newark High 
School, with a total enrollment of less 
than 200 students, has never before won 
the State championship. Coach Rick 
Tollefson, head coach of the Newark 
Norsemen, has been with the program 
for 5 years and in that time has led the 
Norsemen to three consecutive sec-
tional championships as well as this 
year’s State title. It has certainly been 
an exciting time for this close-knit 
community. 

On behalf of the House of Representa-
tives, I would like to personally con-
gratulate everyone who made Newark 
history this year, as well as those who 
made it possible—the school’s adminis-
trators and the entire Newark commu-

nity. I appreciate their hard work and 
dedication to this basketball program 
and to the students of Newark High 
School. Congratulations on a job well 
done. 

f 

CODE NAME ‘‘GERONIMO’’ 

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
just last week, the U.S. military car-
ried out a covert operation that ended 
in the killing of the most wanted ter-
rorist on the planet, Osama bin Laden. 
The news of Osama bin Laden’s death 
at the hands of our heroic Navy SEALs 
sent forth a wave of tremendous relief 
by the American people. 

However, Mr. Speaker, we also 
learned that the U.S. military and the 
CIA used the code name ‘‘Geronimo’’ 
for the operation to seize and kill 
Osama bin Laden. The first reports of 
the details of the raid stated that 
Osama bin Laden had been identified as 
‘‘Geronimo’’—enemy killed in action. 

Mr. Speaker, I would strongly sug-
gest to all my colleagues in the House 
that you should go and see the movie 
‘‘Geronimo’’ and see for yourselves if 
the Chiricahua Apache warrior Geron-
imo was a terrorist and murderer of 
thousands of innocent men, women, 
and children like Osama bin Laden. On 
the contrary, Geronimo was one of the 
greatest American Indian warriors who 
fought against some of the most vi-
cious, cruelest, and inhumane treat-
ment and policies instituted by our 
Federal Government against his peo-
ple. 

As a Nation—Mr. Speaker—I know 
we can do better than this. And with 
all due respect, I believe the President 
and CIA Director Panetta owe the 
Apache Nation an apology. 

f 

JUAN WILFREDO SOTO 

(Mr. RIVERA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RIVERA. I rise today to inform 
my colleagues of yet another ruthless 
murder by the Castro dictatorship in 
Cuba. Last Sunday, Juan Wilfredo Soto 
Garcia, a dissident leader on the island, 
was viciously beaten to death by Cas-
tro’s state security thugs simply for 
participating in a peaceful protest. 

Soto belonged to Foro Anti- 
Totalitario Unido, or the United Anti- 
Totalitarian Forum, a peaceful dis-
sident organization. Witnesses have at-
tested that two of Castro’s henchmen 
cuffed his hands behind his back and 
then beat him mercilessly and repeat-
edly with batons until he was dead. 

For 30 years, Soto peacefully worked 
for freedom and change on the island 
and served 12 years in Castro’s political 
prisons for his pro-democracy advo-
cacy. Last year, Soto stated, ‘‘I hold 
Cuban state security, the government, 

and the repressive police here respon-
sible for whatever happens to me in the 
future.’’ 

This past weekend, he gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice for Cuba’s freedom and 
became yet another victim in the Cas-
tro brothers’ 50-year reign of terror. 

f 

MEDICARE 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, this 
past Tuesday, 41 House Republicans 
sent a letter to President Obama plead-
ing with him to stop the criticism of 
the GOP’s plan to turn Medicare into a 
private voucher system—a system that 
would cost future seniors thousands of 
dollars each year. Let bygones be by-
gones, these Republicans said. Let’s 
wipe the slate clean. Well, I can’t help 
but laugh at the irony. 

Last year, in districts all throughout 
the country, Republican candidates for 
Congress attacked Democrats for sup-
porting the Affordable Care Act, claim-
ing it cut $500 billion from Medicare— 
wrongly, I might add. 

Fast forward 1 year later, and those 
same Republicans now in Congress just 
a few weeks ago voted for a budget that 
actually embraces the very same $500 
billion in savings we found in Medicare 
in the Affordable Care Act. 

There’s a difference, though. In the 
health care law, Democrats took that 
$500 billion and reinvested it in Medi-
care to increase the life of the program 
for more than a decade. What did the 
Republicans do? They take that $500 
billion and use it to pay for more tax 
cuts for the wealthiest Americans and 
giant oil companies. And Medicare? 
They dismantle it, forcing future sen-
iors into a new system that will re-
quire them to pay upwards of $180,000 
more for their care. 

The American people will not let 
them forget. 

f 

UNDERSTANDING WHAT’S 
HAPPENING AT THE PUMP 

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, 1 year ago, 
lax regulation and reckless pursuit of 
higher oil company profits resulted in 
11 deaths, 200 million gallons of oil 
dumped into our gulf waters, tens of 
thousands of marine and aquatic life 
lost, and a damaged fishing and tour-
ism industry. A panel of experts 
showed us how we can learn from past 
mistakes and implement regulations to 
ensure that this disaster doesn’t hap-
pen again. Yet over the last 2 weeks 
the Republican majority has passed 
legislation to create an even more lax 
regulatory environment than existed 
before the BP oil spill disaster. 

Opening our shores to drilling and re-
turning to pre-BP oil spill regulations 
won’t reduce our dependence on foreign 
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